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Success 


By Barbara E. Cornet 


TRIED, myself, to bring to pass 
That which I thought should be, 

I felt the Lord would profit by 
A little help from me. 

And so I worried and despaired 
And vainly laboured on, 

Until my fairest plans had crashed, 
My choicest visions gone ; 

And then I knelt before my Lord, 
Chastened, humbled, still, 

Ready to let Him work through me, 
Ready to do His will. 

And there it was I found success, 

For then alone my Lord could bless. 


I tried to win a soul for Christ; 
How earnestly I pleaded 

That he had sinned and- gone astray 
And Christ was all he needed. 

I begged him to forsake the world, 
Repent and be forgiven — 

I tried to coax him to the Lord, 
To woo him into Heaven. 

And then I realized that Christ 
Longed for him more than I, 

That He alone could make one care, 
Who cared enough to die. 

Upon my knees I fought the fight — 

My friend was born again that night. 


The Holy Spirit's Mission 

It is possible to be thinking too much 
about the Holy Spirit. It is true, on the 
other hand, that many Christians do not 
think enough about the Holy Spirit; do 
not realize that he is just as truly a Per- 
son as the Father and the Son, and that 
he is God’s unspeakably precious gift to 
us today. But the Holy Spirit was given 
to the Church, after Christ’s finished work 
on Calvary, resurrection, and ascension, 
to abide with us forever in order to mag- 
nify Christ, and make Christ real to us as 
we never could know him but for the Holy 


Spirit. As many true students of the Word 
have pointed out, “When you are filled 
with the Holy Spirit you will not be con- 
scious of the Holy Spirit, but of the Lord 
Jesus.” “When the Comforter is come,” 
said the Lord to his disciples, “whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of truth, ... he shall testify of me” 
(John 15:26). Again: “He shall glorify 
me” (John 16:14). As the Lord Jesus 
during his earthly ministry was pointing 
continually to his Father, so the Holy 
Spirit during this present age of grace is 
pointing continually to the Son. We are 
not told to run the race of life looking unto 
the Holy Spirit, but “let us run with 
patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 12:1, 2). There 
is no jealousy among the members of the 
Godhead! We rejoice most the heart of 
God, and of each person of the Trinity, 
when we do just what the Word of God 
asks us to do. And it is when we “know 
the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge,” that we are “filled with all the 
fulness of God” (Eph. 3: 19). 


a 
“But If Not” 


We have a God who is able to deliver. 
His “ability” is omnipotence. Yet he does 
not always deliver. Why? Because he 
loves us so much. There are times when 
he knows it is better for us to suffer for 
a while than to be delivered. He may even 
know that it is better for us to die than to 
be delivered physically. Because his love 
for us is perfect, and never failing, and his 


& 


wisdom is perfect, he wants us to trust 
him. A Christian man who has been hav- 
ing a time of desperately severe testing in 
temporal matters writes to a friend asking 
for prayer fellowship in the testing. He 
asks his friend to hold him up in prayer 
between the time of writing and a certain 
date. “That’s the last day for everything,” 
he says; “other last days the Lord has got 
me past some way, but I always had a 
spare barrel of meal, which now I haven't; 
and that’s one reason I know something 
is going to happen... . I am drawing long 
breaths of relief in advance. I know he 
can deliver, as the Jewish boys told Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and believe he will; ‘but if not’ 
it is the same with me as with them, trust- 
ing in his grace.” “But if not” is a good 
verse of Scripture for us all to make our 
own in these days of uncertainty, darkness, 
and testing that are coming to all of us. 
The “Jewish boys” were facing the might- 
iest king this earth has ever known, and 
also the burning fiery furnace. They said 
to the angry monarch: “If it be so,” — 
that is, if it should be God’s will, “our God 
whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he will de- 
liver us out of thine hand, O king. But 
if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that 
we will not serve thy gods, nor worship 
the golden image which thou hast set up” 
(Dan. 3:17, 18). They were saying, in 
effect, with grand old Job: “Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13: 
15). These are good days in which to 
stand with Job and the three Hebrew 
young men, ringing out the words, “But 
if not,” and looking up into the face of our 
Lord with glad trust and thanksgiving. 


x 


Science and God 


66 IS Son, . . . by whom also he 
made the worlds . . . upholding 


all things by the word of his 
power.” 

God created “all things” by his Son, 
Jesus Christ. And he upholds “all things” 
by the same divine agency. “Upholding 
all things by the word of his power” is 
a statement literally true in the strictest 
scientific sense. The idea that God created 
the universe, established certain physical 
laws, and then retired up into the spir- 
itual realm and left material things to run 
themselves as a kind of perpetual motion 
machine is opposed both to Scripture and 
to common sense. 

“Are not five sparrows sold for two 
farthings, and not one of them is forgotten 
before God?” (Luke 12:6.) “But even 
the very hairs of your head are all num- 


bered” (v. 7). So the Father’s eye is 
upon everything, from star and planet to 
molecule, atom, and electron. The func- 
tioning of our bodies is by his will, in 
infinite power and loving care. The action 
and reaction of chemical elements, the 
light waves that reach us from the sun 
and from far-away stars, the invisible 
cables of gravitation that stretch across 
interstitial space to balance centrifugal 
force and keep us on our unpaved high- 
way —all these facts and millions more 
are direct manifestations of God’s mighty 
power and unceasing vigil. There are not 
“many laws.” There is one law, God’s 
power, manifested in countless ways. “His 
eye is on the sparrow, and I know he 
cares for me.” 

History repeats itself. Men today are 
building scientific towers of Babel and try- 
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ing to do impossible things without God. 
Science is following a blind: trail and has 
reached a blank wall—several of them. 
It was once thought that experimental. in- 
vestigations would reveal a growing sim- 
plicity, and that finally nature would yield 
up her last secret; that man’s cunning 
would at last unlock the last mysterious 
chamber. 

But instead of growing simpler, as men 
peer into the hidden places, things grow 
more and more complex. The solution of 
one mystery only reveals several more, 
each more baffling than the first. Once 
the molecule was thought to be the ulti- 
mate and indivisible particle of matter. But 
the molecule led to the atom; and the atom 
turned out to be a world system in itself, 
with a whole laboratory of new problems. 
And now scientists are wondering if, after 
all, the atom with its rotating rings of 
electrons, its protons, its positrons, and so 
on, is really any more than just another 
filling station on the way. “Radioactivity 
proves that the atom is not the ultimate 
subdivision of matter” (Wendt and Smith, 
in “Matter and Energy,” Pennsylvania 
State College), 

Man starts to learn of the universe by 
using his physical senses. He quickly 
comes to the end of their small range. 
Then he devises instruments to supplement 
the senses —the telescope, the microscope, 
photography, the amplifier. These carry 
him far into the regions of the unknown. 

But at last there comes a place where 
the instrument fails; it can go no farther, 
or its testimony becomes faint and con- 
fusing. The instrument failing, man takes 
up mathematics. Taking facts, or supposed 
facts, already ascertained, as his cue, he 
adopts various units and begins measuring 
and counting. He starts with a plus quan- 
tity on one side of the decimal point and 
begins adding ciphers to it until he reaches 
—§infinity! He starts with a minus quan- 
tity on the other side of the decimal point 
and begins adding ciphers to it until again 
he reaches — infinity! And there you are. 
He stands aghast at the enormous dis- 
tances and forces uncovered; but really, 
so far as ultimate things are concerned, 
he knows no more than when he started. 


Quoting again from Wendt and Smith: 
“Our ‘facts’ of matter and energy, our 
‘laws’ of chemistry and physics, will them- 
selves appear as only permutations of. still 
more fundamental factors.” The frequency 
(number of vibrations per second) of the 
gamma ‘rays are the shortest yet meas- 
ured. They have a frequency of 10 raised 
to the 20th power. This is a million tril- 
lion vibrations per second. That is “go- 
ing some”! 

Again: “The volume of the atom is 
10 raised to the 15th power times the 
volume of the nucleus. If the nucleus be 
magnified to the size of a hazelnut, the 
volume of the atom would be two-thirds of 
a mile in diameter.” 

Once again, Wendt and Smith: “Our 
galaxy has a diameter of perhaps 100,000 
light years. Other galaxies are millions 
of light years away. The diameter of our 
universe, if it has any, is from ten millions 
to one hundred millions [Mount Wilson 
Observatory astronomers give it as 600 
millions] light years. We then leap from 
the third power of 10 m. (millimeters), 
which a man can easily walk, to the seventh 
power of 10 m., the diameter of the earth, 
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to the eleventh power of 10 m., the diameter 
of the sun, to the sixteenth power of: 10-m., 
the distance of the nearest. star, to the 
twenty-first power of 10 m., the diameter 
of our galaxy, to the present limit of the 
twenty-fourth power of 10 m., the diameter 
of the universe. . . . There may be uni- 
verses beyond. Once our imagination has 
started we can, though inadequately, go 
on outward to infinity. ... 

“But we find -infinity at the small end 
also. A wave-length of light is minus the 
sixth power of 10 m, in length; that of 
our atom is minus the tenth power of 10 
m.; of the nucleus is minus the fifteenth 
power of 10 m.. There is no reason to 
think this the limit. . . ..We are incapable 
of detecting the particular waves that lie 
within (the atom), but in imagination we 
can proceed on to infinity.” .. . The tele- 
scope in one direction, the ex-ray spectro- 
scope in the other. “We become progres- 
sively less certain and, at the limit of our 
present powers, confidence vanishes.” 

Infinity on both sides of the decimal 
point! And science can get no farther. 
Finite men, with finite means, cannot com- 
pass infinity! Why not admit defeat and 
give God a chance? Why not listen to 
God’s own words, “Upholding all things 
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by the word of his power”? . Why not : 
admit that God is at the end of: the row 
of ciphers on both the plus and minus 
sides of the decimal point—and in the 
middle also? 

For little, dull-witted, finite‘ men to try 
to reach the ultimate secrets of the uni- 
verse is like a child grasping at the moon. 
Only by himself becoming spiritual (and 
even that not in this life) can men fully 
comprehend spiritual and final truth. Now 
we are children, speaking and -talking as 
children (1 Cor. 13: 11), and not until we 
become men (spiritual men) shall we put 
away childish things and know as well as 
be. “For now we see through a glass, 
darkly; but then face to face: now I. know 
in part; but then shall I know even as also 
I am known” (v. 12). How little we 
now even dream of how much we shall 
know when “his glory shall be revealed” 
(1 -Pet. 4:13). 

The one thing that confronts and aston- 
ishes the scientists, both the astronomer 
and the physicist, is the display of over- 
whelming power that they find everywhere 
in nature. To the lay observer this is 
plainly evident in the field of astronomy. 
One is staggered at sight of star systems, 


(Concluded on page 540) 
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Was the Pentateuch 
in Cuneiform ? 


In the class of Biblical Archeology in a 
training school here, there has been con- 
siderable interest in Dr. Naville’s book, 
“Archeology of the Old Testament,” in 
which he attempts to prove that cuneiform 
was the language of the early Bible books, 
and that square Hebrew was not originated 
until early in the Christian era. Will you 
kindly give us your opinion as to the valid- 
ity of this argument and conclusion ?—A 
Colorado reader. 

The Archeological Editor of THE Sun- 
pAY ScHooLt Times, Professor Dr. James 
L. Kelso, who is with the Kyle Memorial 
Expedition in Palestine this summer for 
further digging on the site of ancient 
Bethel, has written an interesting reply to 
the Colorado reader’s question. Dr. Kelso’s 
statement follows: 

Dr. Naville’s book was written before 
the World War, when archeological work 
was almost an: impossibility in Palestine, 
Syria, and Asia Minor because of the Turk- 
ish Government. Therefore the author had 
no access to the enormous amount of lin- 
guistic material that has come from these 
lands since the war. These new materials 
are more voluminous, varied, unique, and 
revolutionary than any scholar had ever 
dreamed might be possible. In the light 
of this new evidence Dr. Naville’s theory 
of a cuneiform original for the Pentateuch 
is most unlikely — except in the pre-Abra- 
hamic section of Genesis. 

We know now that the Canaanites were 
using an alphabetic script long before 
Moses was born, and that our own modern 
English script is a descendant from this 
Canaanite script. The script of the newly 
discovered Ras esh-Shamrah texts, with 
the hitherto undreamed of alphabetical 


cuneiform, has also been found in Pales- 


tine at Beth-shemesh. Thus we have two 
scripts phenomenally different from the 
one he describes; or in other words, in 
early Palestine three radically different 
types of script were in use at the same 
time and all used for the Canaanite, i. e., 
the Hebrew, language. 

From a linguistic viewpoint the use of 
the vowels in the Greek and Hebrew Old 
Testament texts, as well as the use of cer- 
tain of the consonants, does not show a 
cuneiform original. In the first eleven 
chapters of Genesis, however, there is a 
strong probability that Dr. Naville’s the- 
ory is correct at this point; but beyond 
this chapter there is little evidence for his 
view. 

Dr. Naville’s theory on the date of the 
square Hebrew also seems incorrect, al- 
though due to the scarcity of evidence in 
the Inter-Testament period one cannot be 
too.dogmatic. We do know that the script 
was changing, but the date at which the 
new square Hebrew type displaced the old 
pictorial script we cannot tell. The perse- 
cutions of Antiochus Epiphanes destroyed 
most of the Hebrew manuscripts in Pales- 
tine at that period, and when this loss was 
later replaced by new manuscripts it is 
quite likely that they were written in the 
square script. For certainly in Matthew 
5:18, when our Lord refers to the “jot” 
as the smallest letter of the alphabet, he 
cannot be referring to the old Hebrew 
script, where the letter is large, but he 
must be referring to it in Bible manuscripts 
written in the new square Hebrew where 
it is the smallest letter of the alphabet. 

But in spite of the linguistic theories of 
Dr. Naville, which are no longer tenable, 
his book is still valuable because of the 
Egyptian data with which it illuminates 
the Scripture. 
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The Jewish Problem in Europe 


Growing unrest among the Gentiles, who demand 


By Will H. Houghton, D.D. 











F YOU were a Jew you would not care 

| to be discussed as a “problem.” That 
seems to be the lot of the Hebrew in 

the history of the race. Today he is being 
so discussed again. Books, magazines, and 
the newspapers on both sides of the At- 
lantic are telling his story and offering 
solutions to his problem. 

When Titus destroyed the Temple there 
were some four million Jews in the world. 
Long periods of persecution followed, and 
by the year A. D. 1200 they were reduced 
to a million and a half. At the present 
hour the world has some fifteen to six- 
teen million Jews, of whom four and a 
half millions live in the United States and 
about two millions of that number in 
New York. 

The spirit of anti-Semitism is spreading 
rapidly even in countries like France, which 
has generally been free from such a spirit. 
France has welcomed 24,000 Jewish ref- 
ugees from Germany, but there is increas- 
ing unrest about it. 

A well-informed French gentleman, a 
Christian leader, said certain Jews had 
been caught in trickery in high places and 
this had caused general criticism of the 
race. “The irreligious Jew is always a 
menace to society,” he said. “Not having 
a religious foundation to his ethics, his 
standards are apt to be very low.” 


“Better Christian Than Atheist” 


Many of the Jews themselves recognize 
this danger. A worker in Poland told of 
a rabbi who looked on with approval while 
some young Jews attended a Christian serv- 
ice. To the leader of that service the 
orthodox rabbi said, “They had better 
become Christians than become atheists as 
so many have done.” 

The answers to the Jewish problem seem 
to be three in number: assimilation, ‘Segre- 
gation, and colonization. 

Among both Jews and Gentile assimila- 
tion seems to be the popular answer. Let 
Israel drop their distinctive practices and 
turn from their exclusiveness. Let them 
modernize their religion, so that Judaism 
would mean only a religious sect and would 
have nothing of racial significance. Then 
a Jew would be an American and an Is- 
raelite, just as some are American and 
Catholic, or American and Presbyterian 

Further outworking of assimilation would 
be intermarriage with Gentiles, and aban- 
donment of Yiddish or Hebrew as a lan- 
guage. 

One has only to look at Germany today 
to realize that assimilation does not carry 
a full solution. Perhaps nowhere on earth 
has it been operating as in Germany, but 
the new nationalism of that land stamps 
with reproach those with Jewish blood 
two or three generations old. 

A university professor in Berlin decried 
to me the Zionist ambition of some Jews, 
and said, “Assimilation is the only solu- 
tion.” As I was his guest I was too polite 


to call his attention to the fact that it 


Strange facts concerning the Jew in 
history, which will be new to many 
Christians, are brought out by Dr. 
Houghton in this third and concluding 
article of his present series. Among 
other things he describes an old ceme- 
tery in Prague, with queer symbols on 
tombstones over Jewish graves, and 
he quotes from a twelfth century dec- 
laration of faith repeated to this day 
by orthodox Jews. He discusses three 
answers to the Jewish problem to- 
day, and suggests a practical way in 
which every Christian may help to 
bring Jews to Christ. 








had failed in his own land.. He was him- 
self in favor of the restrictions placed on 
the Jews by the Nazis. 

The Jews are as divided over assimila- 
tion today as they have been in the past. 
A good modern historian of Israel writes: 

“In 1870 the Hungarian government, 
wanting to nationalize the Carpathians, or- 
dered the Jews to stop thinking of them- 
selves as a separate race, to abandon their 
Yiddish, to reform their religion, to dress 
in Western coats and trousers, and to cut 
off their curls. The intellectuals agreed, 
the masses refused. The former are now 
living in Budapest, doctors, lawyers, 
bankers, officials, officers. They have be- 
come extreme nationalists, Hungarian to 
the point of hysteria. They disowned the 
Hebrew race, then betrayed it. Jews of 
the first rank, they helped Hungary en- 
slave the second.” 

There are some who suggest old-time 
segregation as a present-day solution. They 
would revive the almost extinct ghetto. 

Fear gave birth to the ghetto. Fear of 
Christians! What a misunderstanding of 
Christianity on the part of Christians! To 
think that some professed followers of 
Christ have felt it to be his will that men 
should be made Christian at the point of the 
sword! Centuries ago the Papacy gave 
the order that all the Western world must 
be made “Christian” at any price. 

Hence the ghetto. Digging in and hid- 
ing together, and then the Christians would 
go on Sunday to look at these strange crea- 
tures. The children were told awful stories 
about them, and warned to beware of them, 
for they were “Christ-killers.” 


Labels for Jews 


Having built for themselves these havens 
the Jews were frequently locked in them. 
At times under national laws they wore 
circles on their sleeves as a mark of racial 
identification if and when they journeyed 
from ghetto to ghetto. 

At Prague there is a cemetery of great 
interest to a student of Jewish history. 
In addition to this, one of the oldest Jew- 
ish cemeteries in Europe, Prague has the 
very oldest synagogue of all Europe. 

In this old cemetery there are scores 
of reminders of the treatment received by 


the Jews in Christian Europe centuries ago. . 





There were ages when Jews were not allowed 
to have names, but were called after birds 
and animals. There on these very ancient 
tombstones are carved animals and birds 
of various kinds. We spent hours among 
these history-recording stones, 

The ghetto is gone from Prague now, 
as from nearly every European cit¥. Only 
Warsaw has a genuine ghetto today, and 
it furnishes most of the orthodox to new 
lands. 

No doubt, at times, the orthodox were 
voluntarily segregated. Was it not in line 
with the teaching of the Law concerning 
separation? No doubt, too, that God used 
the sinfulness of man for his own purpose 
in helping to preserve the integrity of this 
race, that they might some day, as a race, 
inherit a land. 

The Bible-believer has an interesting 
time these days as he sees that God has 
had a plan which has been slowly working 
out in this people. Segregation, originated 
by themselves and enforced at times by 
their enemies, became his instrument for 
preserving their integrity. The longing 
for the Land is placed there by God. It 
is easy to see God preparing the People 
and the Land for each other, 


The Promised Land Again 


The other answer to the problem is col- 
onization. Give them their own land and 
let them establish a national home! I won- 
der if anything less than this will satisfy 
them or the nations of the world. 

The 24,000 Jews who have come to 
France (where I am writing this) from 
Germany in the past few months have found 
a very kind welcome so far. Some care- 
ful observers, however, say that unrest 
is growing among the Gentiles. The Jew 
must move on, say many. Where? Not 
to other sections of Europe, surely. To 
America? I think not. Why not Pales- 
tine? Many problems in connection with 
that, no doubt, but problems that can be 
solved. 

After the Jews have gathered representa- 
tively in what we believe to be their own 
land again, what will happen? We believe 
their Messiah will come. Why not? 
For what other purpose has he preserved 
them? 

The orthodox Jew to this very day re- 
peats the declaration of faith compiled in 
the twelfth century by Moses Maimonides, 
and in repeating it is bound to say these 
two things: 

I believe with perfect faith that all the 
words of the prophets are true. 

I believe with perfect faith in the coming 
of the Messiah, and, though he tarry, I will 
wait daily for his coming. 

The Christian must look with great sym- 
pathy and understanding upon the Zionist 
hopes of the Jew, and must do his best to 
make the Jew understand that the spirit 
of persecution is not of Christ. Pray and 
work for the peace and welfare of Israel. 

Allow me to close this short series of 
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articles with a practical word. The mis- 
sion method of dealing with Jews has a 
certain value, and I would not minimize it, 
but the average Jew cannot be reached that 


way. The mission for the most part attempts | 


to reach down to him. He is not down, 
and does not care to be so considered. Why 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


not make the Jew at home in our churches? 

Why not welcome him just exactly as we 

welcome our Gentile neighbors? We are 

not trying to make proselytes. We are 

preaching to Jew and Gentile alike the 

necessity and possibility of life in Christ. 
Paris, FRANCE. 
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The Sea of Galilee from the Aijr 


As seen from the first multi-motor flying 
boat on the Lake of so many memories 


By H. W. Torrance, M.D. 














Dr. Torrance, medical missionary of the Church of Scotland at Tiberias, Palestine, 


described in Life and Work, something over two years ago, 
Imperial Airways hydroplane over the Sea of Galilee. 


his experience in an 
His vivid word picture was 


reprinted in The Jewish Missionary Magazine, of which Thomas M. Chalmers is the 


editor, and it is now given herewith to Times readers. 


As Mr. Chalmers reported some 


time ago, the Imperial Airways has opened a station on the Sea of Galilee, in its regu- 


lar airmail service between Great Britain and India. 


Formerly the chief airport on 


this line was near Cairo, Egypt. 


tumbled into a chair in my house. 

There had been an emergency opera- 
tior on a fine, sturdy Transjordanian of 
Highlander-like physique who had fallen 
from a height at the Electric Power 
Works. I felt that the poor fellow was 
not .going to pull through, and was de- 
pressed, sad, hot—even at 10 P. M. the 
temperature was about 90 degrees Fahren- 
heit. 

My wife informed me that the Gover- 
nor had come several times to see me 
with an urgent message. 

“Oh,” thought I, “his child must have 
had a relapse.” 

Said my wife laughingly: “Sit down, 
drink this milk, and don’t worry; it is 
not bad news, but an invitation to you 
to go up in the Imperial Airways hydro- 
plane tomorrow morning for a cruise over 
the Lake.” 

Immediately, as if by magic, my heated 
brain became air-cooled. This is the low- 
est hospital in the world — geographically 
speaking, — but here was a chance to move 
up—excelsior! This would have more 
nerve in it than a trip with Jules Verne 
to the moon— some of his novels, by the 
way, have been translated into Arabic. 

How beautiful looked the “Satyrus,” 
silver-winged and stream-lined, shimmer- 
ing in the morning sun, as she lay at her 
anchorage just in front of our mission 
compound. Many eyes were gazing at her 
from the shore. To the husky Arab yon- 
der from the depths of the Jordan Valley 
she was like a monster dragon-fly. And 
there is old Mohammed Ali—the human 
kingfisher — “Oh, ho!” thought he, “could 
I have caught a fish as large as that my 
fortune had been made.” But to the blue- 
uniformed, breezy, businesslike men of the 
Imperial Airways she was simply the first 
multi-engined flying-boat to wet her floats 
in the blue waters of the Galilean lake. 

This was the inauguration of Tiberias 
as a Clapham Junction on the great air 
route between England and India! 

All aboard — sixteen of us and the crew. 
The Captain invited the District Commis- 
sioner to sit with him in the cockpit, the 
others remaining in the saloon. Pop-pop 
went the little starting motor; burr-burr 
answered the starboard and port propel- 


in the evening of October 20, I 


lors ; swish-swish came the sound of splash- 
ing water. The “Satyrus” skimmed on 
the surface of the water, beating its cobalt 
blue into snowy white spray. How often 
had I watched my old friends the cor- 
morants perform a similar feat. When 
suddenly started into flight, after a good 
breakfast, it was generally apparent that 
there was excess luggage on board and 
early rising was indeed a weighty process. 
The “Satyrus” swung round and round in 
circles— fourteen tons of weight! The 
duet of burr-burr changed into a quar- 
tette of whirr, whirr, whirr, whirr, — the 
four engines all spluttering now. Wider 
and wider circles and still not off the 
water | 

“Who is the Jonah?” A humorist sug- 
gested that the Captain must have let the 
District Commissioner take control and 
that his semi-circular canals were having 
a General Election, but the steward was 
reassuring, and said, “It takes about eight 
minutes to warm up the engines, gentle- 
men.” 

Then suddenly came a tremendous whirr 
—like all the Scotsmen saying “r” simul- 
taneously — we nosed straight into the 
wind and were at once in the air. 

How queer the Tiberias houses looked 
with their flat, square, whitewashed roofs 
— just like cubes of sugar scattered on the 
ground. I took a snap and tried another, 
bu: lost my balance and was forced to 
assume a reverential attitude on my knees. 
The machine had “banked,” and I was 
bumped so that it was now my neighbor’s 
turn to snap at me. But angels or angles 
—nothing perturbed him. 

In less time that it takes to write this 
we were over brown, mud-hutted Magdala, 
and then over the neat, quadrangular, 
green-colored plantations of the Plain of 
Gennesaret with its bananas and grapefruit 
trees. There was the deep Valley of the 
Pigeons with its Via Maris, down which 
Paul and Jesus must have traveled. There 
were some rowing boats for all the world 
like minute, pond water boatmen of one’s 
childhood days. The people and the motor 
cars stopped moving as our big albatross 
whirled over them. 

Then came Bethsaida with its springs, 
still the home of fishermen as it was in 
our Lord’s day. Beautiful bays beyond! 
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From which one did Christ preach his 
Sermon from the boat? And there is 
probably the scene of the Sermon on the 
Mount — the only mountain with the defi- 
nite article before it. Ah! Capernaum 
—there lay one sick of the palsy, and 
when he went forth before them all “they 
were all amazed, and glorified God, say- 
ing, We never saw it on this fashion.” 

Amazement? Yes; man can fly, but the 
much he thinks he can do is so little 
compared with what God can do. Over 
there the storm-tossed disciples could make 
no headway against the waves. I looked 
at the dial indicators to find that we were 
traveling at 100 miles per hour at a height 
of 2,000 feet, but not one of us could have 
walked on the waves. Refreshments were 
being served on board, but there east of 
the serpentine curves of the Jordan was 
probably the place of “much grass” where 
the five thousand were fed. 

Soon we were safely in Tiberias, and 
on getting up to the house I was told 
that my youngest daughter had cried bit- 
terly when she saw the plane soar into 
the air. 

“I don’t want Daddy to be an angel,” 
was her sobbing cry. 

“Angels,” I soliloquized, “but God. wants 
us to make terra firma an angelic place 
on which to live”; the sine qua non is 
that the great Sky Pilot’ mtist take the 
control. 


TrBERIAS, PALESTINE, 
Me 


Science and God 
(Concluded from second page) 


galaxies, and universes in the infinite depth 
of space. But the ex-ray spectroscope, 
and complicated experiments in radioactiv- 
ity, going far beyond the microscope, reveal 
electrical power in minute cosmic rays 
amounting to millions of volts.. As num- 
bers and frequencies reach infinity, so does 
power also. 

And why should men sneer at this sig- 
nificant word “power” when it is called 
to their attention in the Bible? Is power 
one thing in the material universe and 
another thing in the Bible? “Upheld by 
the word of his power” means electrical, 
chemical, mechanical, and gravitational as 
well as spiritual power. 

“Kept by the power of God” (1 Pet. 
1:5)—the power that keeps a man from 
sin and damnation. The “power of an 
endless life” is no less than the power that 
swings Andromeda in space, causes sap 
to rise in tree trunks, and bombards. the 
earth with trillions of cosmic rays. Re- 
generation is by the same power as genera- 
tion. The new birth is a vast improvement 
over the old birth, but they are first cousins. 
“Power belongeth unto God” (Psa. 62: 
11). The power of the rod in Moses’ 
hand is the same power that lifts an oak 
tree up out of the earth and paints a blow- 
ing flower. 

Says Dr. R. A. Millikan in “Evolution 
of Science and Religion”: “Modern sci- 
ence, of the real sort, is learning to walk 
humbly with its God; and in learning that 
lesson it -is contributing something to 
religion.” 

“To the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen.” 
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LESSON 11. 








SEPT. 9. HEZEKIAH LEADS HIS PEOPLE BACK TO GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Chronicles 30; printed text: verses 1-9, 13 
Golden Text.—God is gracious and merciful. —2 Chron. 30: 9c 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 2 Chron. 30: 1-9, 13 


\Kinc JAMES VERSION 


2 Chron. 30:1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and 
wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come 
to the house of the Lorp at Jerusalem, to keep the passover unto 
the Lorp God of Israel. 

2 For the king had taken counsel, and his princes, and all the 
congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the second month. 

3 For they could not keep it at that time, because the priests had 
not sanctified themselves sufficiently, neither had the people gathered 
themselves together to Jerusalem. 

4 And the thing pleased the king and all the congregation. 

5 So they established a decree to make proclamation throughout 
all Israel, from Beer-sheba even to Dan, that they should come to 
keep the passover unto the Lorp God of Israel at Jerusalem: for 
they had not done it of a long time in such sort as it-was written. 

6 So the posts went with the letters from the king and his princes 
throughout all Israel and Judah, and according to the commandment 
of the king, saying, Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the Lorp 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the rem- 
nant of you, that are escaped out of the hand of the kings of Assyria. 

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which 
trespassed against the Lorp God of their fathers, who therefore gave 
them up to desolation, as ye see. 

8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your fathers were, but yield your- 
selves unto the Lorp, and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath 
sanctified for ever: and serve the Lorp your God, that the fierce- 
ness of his wrath may turn away from you. 

9 For if ye turn again unto the Lorp, your brethren and your 
children shall find compassion before them that lead them captive, 
so that they shall come again into this land: for the Lorp your 
God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his face from 
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2 Chron. 30:1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and 
wrote letters also to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come 
to the house of Jehovah at Jerusalem, to keep the pass6vet unto 
Jehovah, the God of Israel. 2 For the king had taken counsel, and 
his princes, and all the assembly in Jerusalem, to keep the pass- 
over in the second month. 3 For they could not keep it at-that time, 
because the priests had not sanctified themselves in sufficien: num- 
ber, neither had the people gathered themselves together, to Jeru- 
salem. 4 And the thing was right in the eyes of the king and of 
all the assembly. 5 So they established a decree to make proc- 
lamation throughout all Israel, from Beer-sheba even to Dan, that 
they should come to keep the passover unto Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, at Jerusalem: for they had not kept it 4in great numbers 
in such sort as it is written. 6 So the posts went with the letters 
from the king and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, and 
according to the commandment of the king, saying, Ye children of 
Israel, turn again unto Jehovah, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, that he may return to the remnant that are escaped of you 
out of the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7 And be not ye like your 
fathers, and like your brethren, who trespassed against Jehovah, 
the God of their fathers, so that he gave them up *to desolatidn, 
as ye see. 8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your fathers were; but 
3 yield yourselves unto Jehovah, and enter into his sanctuary, which 
he hath sanctified for ever, and serve Jehovah your God, that his 
fierce anger may turn away from you. 9 For if ye turn again unto 
Jehovah, your brethren and your children shall find compassion be- 
fore them that led them captive, and shall come again into this land: 
for Jehovah your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn 
away his face from you, if ye return unto him. 


13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the 
feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a very great assembly. 








you, if ye return unto him. 


feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a very great con- 


gregation. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C, McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


NDER King Ahaz, who reigned six- 
| teen years, Judah sank to the low- 
est depths of shameless idolatry and 
rejection of God. All the abommations 
of the wicked kings of Israel and of the 


heathen nations themselves were heaped 


up until there seemed no remedy. Micah 
spared no words in speaking forth the utter 
depravity of rulers and people, and clearly 
he gave God’s verdict that Zion would be 
plowed as a field and Jerusalem would be- 
come heaps. Then came Hezekiah. He 
listened to God’s word through Micah, 
feared the Lord, entreated his favor, and 
God turned from his purpose of destruction 
(Jer. 26: 18, 19). What a revelation of the 
heart of God, that when his prophets speak 
the dire message of destruction it is not 
with vengeful eagerness to punish, but with 
the eager desire that his people should re- 
pent and receive his grace and mercy! This 
is a living message for our day. May we 
apply it, both individually and nationally. 


The Historical Setting 


Hezekiah’s reign may be placed from 
726 to 698 B. C. The great Passover evi- 
dently took place in the first year of his 
reign (2 Chron. 29:3; 30:2, 3). Samaria 
was destroyed and Israel taken captive 
in the sixth year of his reign, in 722 (2 
Kings 18:10). 


1Or, of a long time. * Or, to be an astonishment. *° Heb., give 
13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the the hand. 


% % *% % 


Verse by Verse 

2 Chronicles 30:1.—And Hezekiah sent 
to all Israel and Judah, This followed 
the opening and cleansing of the Temple, 
and the offering of the sacrifices, described 
in Chapter 29. Like Micah and the other 
prophets, Hezekiah recognized that God’s 
people were one, though divided into the 
two kingdoms; he had just made atone- 
ment “for all Israel” (29:24; note 1 Kings 
12: 17). 

Verse 2—Counsel.... To keep the pass- 
over in the second month. Instead of the 
first month, the appointed season. This 
was not setting a time of their own devis- 
ing, as Jeroboam deliberately did (1 Kings 
12: 33), but was according to the provision 
of the law for individuals who were not 
purified to keep the feast at the regular 
time, the first month (Num. 9: 6-13). 

Verse 3.—Could not keep it at that time. 
That is, in the first month, when the puri- 
fying of the Temple was going on (20: 
17). The priests had not sanctified them- 
selves sufficiently. The priests had not been 
so zealous as the Levites to join in this 
revival movement: (29: 34). 


Verse 6.—Throughout all Israel. This 
was undoubtedly done with the consent, or 
without the opposition of Hoshea, king of 
Israel, who, while he did wickedly, is dis- 
tinctly mentioned as not being as evil as 
the kings that were before him (2 Kings 
17:2). The remnant of you, that are es- 
caped out of the hand of the kings of As- 
syria. Not referring to the final captiv- 
ity of Israel, but to the previous expedi- 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious Education. 


tions, in which thousands had evidently 
been taken captive under Pul and Tilgath- 
pilneser (2 Kings 15:19, 29; 1 Chron, 5: 
26). 

Verse 13.—There assembled at Jerusalem 
much people. Including a remnant of those 
who humbled themselves from the ten 
tribes, though the vast majority laughed 
the messengers to scorn (vs. 10, 11). To 
keep the feast of unleavencd bread. This 
followed the Passover, for seven days, and 
was an integral part of the Passover, which 
is therefore frequently referred to as the 
feast of unleavened bread. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Many Americans are hailing President 
Roosevelt as the Hezekiah who will put 
the principles of Christ into the industrial 
life of our nation. And none would dis- 
count what he has done, and especially 
the high ideals he has set. But a notable 
declaration of the President’s inaugural 
address was that the problems of America 
are economic and not spiritual. This is 
the fatal mistake that he, along with prac- 
tically all the world’s statesmen, is mak- 
ing. America and other nations have no 
problem but a spiritual problem. Solve 
that, and the economic ills are ended. How 
plain does the Old Testament make this 
message. Hezekiah led Judah into one 
of the greatest economic recoveries of his- 
tory, while her sister nation Israel was 
plunging into utter ruin. But Hezekiah 
did it by listening to God’s prophets, and 
bringing the people back to God in God’s 
way. Petitions representing the wishes 
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of many millions of citizens were sent 
to President Hoover and to President 
Roosevelt to call for a national day of 


prayer, and both refused to do it. Our. 


nation is facing a crisis. An unprecedented 
moral breakdown has accompanied the 
boom and the depression. The _ boldest 
denials of God’s standards of morals as 
well as of doctrine have been endorsed by 
religious leaders, the while shameless lust 
and crime and selfishness have swept the 
land, with few prophets crying out against 
it. There is no way for real recovery ex- 
cept God’s way. Hezekiah points the way. 
It is through Jesus Christ our Passover, 
who has been sacrificed. America’s future 
lies with God’s professing followers in 
America. Individually and nationally, our 
problem is a spiritual problem—and God 
offers us his solution. 


Lesson Outlines 


RETURNING TO Gop 


1, A gracious and merciful God 2, 
A great leader. 3. A united people. 4. 
A blood-bought way of approach. 


Ten RevivAL Notes 


1. Repentance: conviction and confes- 
sion of sin. 2, Bible: seeking God’s way 
in his Word. 3. Christ: Putting “Christ 
our Passover” at the center. 4. Prayer: 
for guidance, forgiveness, and blessing. 
5. Preaching: warnings and promises of 
God presented. 6. Unity: a call to all 
God’s people. 7. Persecution: those who 
reject become mockers. 8. Consecration: 
leaders must be separated to God. 9. 
Praise: glad singing and exalting of 
God. 10. Joy: great joy is the inevitable 
result. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Revivals in Judah. Under Asa (2 Chron. 
14 and 15); under Jehoshaphat (17 and 
20) ; under Joash and Jehoiada (24: 1-14) ; 
under Hezekiah (29 to 31); under Josiah 
(34 and 35). 


Christian Unity and Religious Looseness. 
Hezekiah’s call to all Israel to get to- 
gether in Jerusalem has been used as an 
illustration of the broadness that should 
lead Christians to bring together Jews, 
Catholics, and Protestants in loving co- 
operation. Others extend the plan for fel- 
lowship to include all “religions” — Hindus, 
Mohammedans, Buddhists, and the rest, 
on the ground that they are all seeking 
God. Nothing could be further from the 
example of Hezekiah, who called repent- 
ant believers to God’s Passover. 


Qualities of Leadership. Study Hezekiah 
and the qualities that made him a suc- 
cessful leader. Among them may be noted: 
faith in God; submission to his Word; 
honoring God’s prophets; a man of prayer; 
righteousness in his own life; consulting 
others and working in co-operation; true 
broadness of vision and missionary spirit; 
gentleness combined with faithfulness in 
dealing with the sins of others; courage; 
thoroughness in carrying out the right pro- 
gram; humility; learning from past his- 
tory; putting God and his service first. 
More than piety is needed for successful 
spiritual leadership. 

Other Special Topics. Judah and Israel. 
Hezekiah’s Place in Judah’s’ History. 
Kings and Chronicles. (Note as illustrative 
of the difference in these books that Kings 
gives three verses to the religious revival 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. September 9.—Hezekiah Leads His Peo- 


ple Back to God ........ 2 Chronicles 30 
12, September 16.—Isaiah Contrasts False 
and True Worship .......... Isaiah 1 : 1-31 


13. September 23.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers. 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
14. September 30.—Review: God in Hebrew 


History. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 7.—Fellowship with Christ. 
John 15 
2. October 14.—The Christian and His 
SD: :satibannabnibiaaiades ...Acts 8 : 26-30 


i) 


. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesians 3 : 14-21 
4. October 28.—The Christian’s Standard 
of Life (International Temperance 
Sunday) ...... Ephesians 4:17 to 5:21 
5. November 4.—Christian Growth. 
Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Peter 1 : 5-8 








of Hezekiah (2 Kings 18: 4-6), while 
Chronicles gives three chapters (29, 30, 31). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Do we kecp the feast of Passover and 
Unleaveved Bread? Have we taken shelter 
under the blood of Christ, our Passover? 
Then are we keeping the feast of un- 
leavened bread by putting away all sin 
in our lives and living in full surrender 
to Christ (1 Cor. 5:7, 8). 


Are we consecrated and ready for serv- 
ice? Many priests were ashamed that in 
the time of great opportunity they were 
not ready for God’s call. Christians are 
soldiers and should ever be girded for the 
battle, ready for that call to teach a Sun- 
day school class, to lead a meeting, to 
speak to the dying, to meet the call to go 
to Christ (Eph. 6:11; Matt. 24: 44-47). 

Listen to God’s prophets. Israel’s wicked 
kings listened to the false prophets. . Heze- 
kiah listened to Micah and Isaiah, Rulers 
and humble men alike should study the 
Old Testament to learn God’s ways. 


Are we faithful to church services? Some 
act as though it were a favor to the pas- 
tor and even to God when they attend 
church. Others stay away because of lazi- 
ness, undue heat or cold, bad weather, dis- 
like for the preacher, quarrels with other 
church members, automobile trips or golf 
or fishing or company. But church serv- 
ices are not optional for Christians, 


Encourage true Christian unity. Bible 
conferences and other gatherings in which 
Christians from various denominations 
unite are a great aid to the sort of fellow- 
ship that Hezekiah brought about. We are 
gathered unto Christ (Psa. 50:5). 


Send the couriers to all nations. Christ 
our Passover has been sacrificed for all 
men in all nations. Speed is needed that 
the call to gather themselves to this feast 
should go to every man. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Hezekiah’s right way of doing a right 
thing was doing it now, and doing it thor- 
oughly. 

Revival brings Christians together, and 
bringing Christians together promotes re- 
vival. 


Bad spiritual conditions are not a cause 
for discouragement, but a challenge to re- 
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vival: Hezekiah and Wesley led Judah and 


England into God’s light out of their 


period of deepest spiritual darkness. 


Boys with bad fathers may take encour- 
agement from Hezekiah. 


Christian mothers with bad husbands 
may lead their boys into the ways of God, 
as Hezekiah’s mother probably did (2 
Chron. 29:1; 26:5). 


The Israelites who laughed at King 
Hezekiah’s messengers, within a few years 
were weeping in a strange land, under 
Assyria’s kings, 


They are enemies of Christian unity who 
would make the door of entrance wider 
than the blood-marked Passover door, or 


who would exclude any who are under 
that blood. 


Judah in Hezekiah’s day had probably 
ten books of the Bible to guide them; 
we have the complete sixty-six; and we 
will be held accountable for our light. 

Corumszta, S. C. 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. Haye you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


We ane striking contrast is recorded in 
chapter 29 of 2 Chronicles? 


2. What interesting comment is found in 


_— 29 on the use of the Psalms in this 
era 


3- What is idolatry in the broader sense? 


_ 4- What was the convincing gesture show- 
ing the complete renunciation of the worship 
of strange gods by the Israelites? 


5. What is the main reason there could be 
such a remarkable revival in Judah imme- 
diately after the unspeakably vile and wicked 
reign of Ahaz? The answer may be given 


in five words of one of the verses in 2 Chron- 
icles 30. 


6. Why would the king of Israel permit 


Hezekiah, king of Judah, to send messengers 
to invite his people to a Passover? 

7. In what way could Christian rulers to- 
day do what Hezekiah did? What is the 
difference in their position? 

8. Do piety and material prosperity always 
go together? What does the experience of 


day 


9. Who were Hezekiah’s two greatest 
teachers and supporters of his campaign for 
God? 

10. What reason have we to think Heze- 
kia’s mother led him in the ways of God? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 545 of this issue. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTeRIAL: Twelve letters with 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 











EZEKIAH was a brave king. He was 
the godly son of a wicked father. 
He opened the Temple doors which his 
father had closed, and restored the Temple 


worship. Then he wrote letters to the 


a teach, and what is the application to-| 


ma 


Lesson for September 9 


twelve tribes of Israel, asking them all 
to come to Jerusalem to keep the Pass- 
over. He sent out these twelve letters 
by postmen. 

What would you do if you received a 
letter from a king? Do you know, these 
people laughed at the postmen and made 
fun of them and scorned the letters. Only 
three tribes outside of Judah paid any at- 
tention to them, Asher, Manasseh, and 
Zebulun. 

But Hezekiah wasn’t discouraged, They 
kept the Passover. Then he broke down 
the altars to heathen gods, and destroyed 
the idols. And then the people brought 
in their tithes and offerings. God greatly 
blessed Hezekiah and Judah. 

Perhaps none of us have the opportunity 
to be the great leader that Hezekiah was, 
but I can’t help thinking about those: twelve 
letters he sent out. 

Even little children can write letters. 
Why don’t you write letters to your friends, 
asking them to church and Sunday school? 
Why don’t you ask them when you see 
them? 

Three-fourths of the people to whom 
Hezekiah wrote made fun of him and the 
letters, but he wasn’t discouraged. God 
mightily used the one-fourth who re- 
sponded. 

Suppose you imitate King Hezekiah and 
do some letter writing for the Lord. I 
know a woman who never writes a per- 
sonal letter without a word about her Lord, 
or a tract or a clipping enclosed, and she 
has had the joy of leading some to salva- 
tion in that manner. 

Hezekiah led a nation to God. Perhaps 
you and I may lead some souls to our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Monesto, Cat. 


yw 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure fo note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Excuses.—Come to the house of the Lord 
(2 Chron. 30:1). One man says: “I do not 
go to church on Sundays because I was 
never taught to go when I was young, so I 
did not form the habit.” Another man 
says: “I do not go to church on Sundays 
because I was forced to go when I was 
young and it grew distasteful to me.” One 
excuse is as good as another when you 
do not want to do a thing.—From “Cyclo- 
pedia of Religious Anecdotes,” by Lawson. 
Sent by Hazel Thomson, Kansas City, Mo. 


Mistaken Birds—and Men.—Turn 
again unto the Lord (v. 6). One morn- 
ing I wanted to feed the birds. It was 
gray and cold, and the ground was covered 
with snow. I stepped out on the porch 
and flung them handfuls of crumbs, and 
called to them. No, there they sat, cold, 
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hungry, and afraid. They did not trust 
me. As I sat and watched and waited, it 
seemed to me I could get God’s viewpoint 
more clearly than ever before. He offers, 
plans, waits, hopes, longs for all things 
for our good. But he has to watch, and 
wait as I did for my timid friends.—From 
Aline van Orden Trumbull, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, 
Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


A Heart Cry.—God is gracious and 
merciful (Golden Text). A small boy, 
who had done something wrong and who 
found himself amid a roomful of elders, 
stern-visaged in the hope that he would 
understand the seriousness of his fault, 
looked at his nurse and his relatives one 
by one with a tear-stained face that was 
just one heart-broken and truly penitent 
appeal for some sign of relenting. Since 
that sign came not, the little one burst 
into tears, and asked, “Oh, won’t somebody 
forgive me?”—From The British Weekly. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Misjudging God.—God is gracious and 
merciful (Golden Text). A lady who had 
an only child said to Mrs. Pearsall Smith, 
“IT do not dare to pray, ‘Thy will be done,’ 
because I am afraid God will take away 
my little boy or will send me some heavy 
trial” To which Mrs. Smith replied, 
“Suppose your child should come to you 
and say, ‘I want to be and do just what 
you desire today,’ would you say to your- 
self, ‘Now is my opportunity to make this 
child do all the disagreeable duties I want 
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done; I will take advantage of his will- 
ingness to please me by cutting off his 
pleasures today, and will keep him at hard 
discipline’?” “No, no,” said the mother, 
“I would give him the best day I could 
possibly plan.” “And can you think God 
is less just and loving than you?”—Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


When a Man Cannot Be Pardoned.— 
God is gracious and merciful (Golden 
Text). God is gracious, but he will not 
force the acceptance of his grace, upon 
men. In 1829 George Wilson, in Pennsyl- 
vania, was sentenced to be hanged by a 
United States Court for robbing the mails 
and for murder. President Andrew Jack- 
son pardoned him, but this was refused, 
and Wilson insisted that it was not a par- 
don unless he accepted it. That was a 
point of law never before raised, and the 
Presidefit called the Supreme Court to de- 
cide. Chief Justice John Marshall gave 
the following decision: “A pardon is a 
paper, the value of which depends upon its 
acceptance by the person implicated. It 
is hardly to be supposed that one under 
sentence of death would. refuse to accept 
a pardon, but if it is refused, it is no par- 
don. George Wilson must be hanged!” 
And he was hanged. Provisionally the 
Gospel of Christ which is the power of 
God unto salvation is for every one irre- 
spective of what he may be or what he 
may have done. Potentially, it is only to 
“every one that believeth."—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Miss Joan 
Ver Lee, Zeeland, Mich, Prize illustration. 


“TURN YE.TURN YE FROM YOUR EVIL WAYS; FOR WHY WILL YE DIE?” 





em Ta Yj; 


“THE LORD e 
<=S YOUR GOD 
IS GRACIOUS AND 
MERCIFUL,AND WILL 
NOT TURN AWAY HIS 
Bw ” 
4, UNTO HIM: 


HMCHRON.30:9 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast been infinitely patient with those 
who have turned aside from thee. Thou 
didst deal mercifully with thy people of old 
and thou didst honor any turning of the 
people to thyself from their evil ways. Today 
we deeply feel the need of the turning of our 
country to thee in humility and _ contrition. 
Our prayers for recovery both material and 
spiritual lack sincerity unless we are willing 
to obey when thou dost lead. May we learn 
deep lessons in these bewildering days, lessons 
of our weakness and thy strength, lessons 
of thy forgiving love and our great need of 
self-denial and trust in thyself that will not 
be removed by circumstances. We ask this 
,in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you _ ever 
»thought what we should do unless God 
were merciful and gracious, full of grace 
and full of mercy? How many times we 
have gone just contrary to his will? How 
many times we have offended him by our 
sins and our perverse ways! But we hear 
today what the people heard of old as the 
messengers went out to them, “God is 
gracious and merciful.” And any leader 
who leads his people away from God and 
thinks he can build up a people in the 
highest things without taking God into 
account is just the worst sort of leader 
you can imagine. What we need every- 
where are leaders who know God and 
will lead their people to him for the neces- 
sary and great questions that concern us 
all. What a blessing it is that God is 
gracious and merciful! He cannot con- 
done sin, but he lovingly reaches out to 
save the sinner. Shall we ask him to hold 
us fast in faithful obedience to him while 
we meet the daily issues of life? Let us 
pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Quakers.—They could not keep it 
at that time because the priests had not 
sanctified themselves sufficiently (2 Chron. 
30:3). John Bull, at one time, found him- 
self in the same situation as Israel, when 
Hezekiah came into power. England’s 
clergy, for the greater part, were a wine 
drinking, fox hunting, pleasure loving lot 
of “priests” with the forms of piety but 
not the substance. Younger sons of the 
“Quality” went into the army or “took 
orders.” Dad usually had “pull” enough 
to land the soldier in the officers’ mess 
and the priest into a “good living” where 
the stipend was sure and the social stand- 
ing high. 

Of course, there was no sufficient sanc- 
tification and the Passover just a mere 
gesture. The inevitable happened. God 
takes care of that. Not all of “Israel” 
had bowed the knee to Baal. God has his 
man coming along of the type needed for 
the situation. 

So England’s Hezekiah was a bold, fear- 
less, outspoken shoemaker, George Fox, 
founder of the Society of Friends, known 
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as “Quakers.” A certain Oliver Cromwell. 


also appeared on the scene. While the 
English gentry were decorating themselves 
with feathers, silks, laces, and costly orna- 
ments, and the “priests” were going along, 
George Fox dressed in leather adopted a 
new nomenclature with its “thee’s” and 
“thou’s,” and so far removed from the 
stilted phrases of the time it is still called 
“the plain language”; refused to call any 
man Mister (Master), or take off the hat 
to authorities with bad morals, and use 
the heathen names for the days of the 
week (Matt. 23: 10). 

George Fox landed in jail, of course, 
as did John Bunyan the tinker, and John 
Baptist the countryman. But out of that 
period of extravagance and loose living by 
priest and people came no less a Quaker 
than William Penn, the Founder with his 
Holy Experiment which we call Penn- 
sylvania, who was a great teacher and 
practicer of righteousness, 


On Dad’s Shoulders.—Now be ye not 
stiffnecked, as your fathers were (v. 8). 
I am now and then taken to task by some 
of my iriendly readers who “love me so 
mtch” they like to keep me “straight,” 
for my presentation of Scriptural truth 
in the colloquialisms of the day to be heard 
in shop, market place, and home. So the 
red-headed fellow on the back row will 
understand. 

But when some good and gentle sister 
would “tear me out” (there it goes!) for 
calling children “kids” and tough customers 
“hard boiled” and the easy job “a soft 
snap,” with hundreds more, I just grinned 
and jogged along on the even tenor of 
my “perfectly awful” slangy way. 

You see, I know I have the Old Book, 
noted for its piety and good English, right 
back of me. However, I can not remem- 
ber ever having used “stiffneck.” I have 
spoken of a man or woman having a 
“hard cheek” and have mentioned the im- 
portance in the hard place of keeping a 
“stiff upper lip.” I have made references 
to other parts of the body like “cold feet” 
and “itching palms,” but I seem to have 
avoided the neck! 

However, all this is mere persiflage and 
surplusage, atmosphere, approach, or what 
you choose to call it. The point of this 
text and this paragraph is this: You are 
supposed to be an improvement on your 
father. A failure if you are not. If you 
can not come up to his excellence you are 
a Dismal Failure and worthy of no place 
in the affairs of the world. 

Indeed, it was your father’s hope, ex- 
pectation, and prayer, either latent or ex- 
pressed, that you might profit by his mis- 
takes and standing upon his shoulders reach 
the height of achievement that only Dad 
saw afar off. That’s why he hedged you 
and gave you advantages. 
you Big Stiff-(meck), you cannot mention 
a single man who got very far to stay 
who started in life by taking “no stock in 
the Old Man’s religion” (Mal. 1:6; Prov. 
13°). 


Just Suppose!—There assembled at Je- 
rusalem ...a@ very great congregation (v. 
30). Palestine had its Jerusalem for a 
gathering point. England its London. 
France its Paris. Italy its Rome. America 
has no such outstanding city. Jerusalem 
was Israel. London is John Bull. Paris 


Now listen, 
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is Monsieur. Italy is Mussolini. But New 
York is not Uncle Sam. 

When you are in New York take a stroll 
down the famous Fifth Avenue from 
Twenty-third Street and look and listen. 
All the nations will be found there in 
force, each with its own tongue. Most 
of the crowd that fills the street at noon 
are of a nation that is not. The Jews 
are a people without a distinct country. 
America is a nation without a distinct 
people. We are sometimes called “The 
Melting Pot,” but Mr. Jew is platinum 
and doesn’t melt. 

Nowhere in the world, then or since, 
were there gatherings like those at Jeru- 
salem, and this one called by the King. 
Because they were all relations, cousins 
of various “removes.” They are so extra- 
related by marriage and inter-marriage 
Jews have come to have pretty much the 
same features and characteristics, even to 
this day. 

For the most part we know our Hebrew 
citizens as soon as we see them. This big 
family gathering at Jerusalem from time to 
time was a fine arrangement for God’s pur- 
pose of sending his Son into the world to re- 
deem it. There was this solidarity of 
the people that made an ideal condition. 

Some of the greatest events of the New 
Testament occurred around the occasion 
of this family gathering. The crowd ran 
into millions. Suppose the Sanhedrin had 
accepted the Lord Jesus as the promised 
Messiah instead of hanging him on a cross 
as a criminal? Suppose the Jewish rulers 
had been in the company that day and also 
cried, “Hosanna to the son of David: 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord” (Matt. 21:9). Just suppose! 
What a wonderful world this would have 
been! If Hezekiah could only have riveted 
“His People” fast after he got them back 
to God. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Good King Hezekiah. 
2. Hezekiah’s letters. 
3. A letter for you. 











EGIN the lesson by telling the children 

a little about good King Hezekiah. He 
was a young man, twenty-five years of age, 
when he came to the throne, and “did 
th:t which was right in the sight of the 
Lord” (2 Chron. 29:2). His father had 
been a very wicked man. We are told 
that he “shut up the doors of the house 
of the Lord” (28:24), so that none could 
worship there. How this must have 
grieved Hezekiah! Ask the children what 
they think would be the first thing he 
would do when he came to the throne, 
and then refer them to Chapter 29:3: 
“He in the first year of his reign, in the 
first month, opened the doors of the house 
of the Lord, and repaired them.” Impress 
upon the little ones the importance of 


beginning right. 


We are going to talk now about let- 
ters. We all like to receive letters. How 
we rush to the door when we hear the 
postman’s knock! Letters can contain all 





























Lesson for September 9 


sorts of news—both good and bad. Did 
you know that King Hezekiah wrote let- 
ters? We read about them in 2 Chronicles 
30. (Lesson ‘Material: vs. 1-9, 13-22). 
His letters contained very good news. Let 
us read verses I and 6-9 to see what it 
was! 

Explain that the Passover was cele- 
brated in memory of the deliverance of 
the Children of Israel when all the first- 
born in Egypt died. 

We are told (v. 15) that the people had 
not kept the Passover as God had com- 
manded for a long time. How did they 
treat Hezekiah’s letters? Some “laughed 
them to scorn, and mocked them,” but 
others gladly obeyed. 

I wonder how you will treat this Letter 
I have brought to you. It is a Letter from 
the King of kings. 

What is one of the first things God 
speaks about in his Letter? Sin! “All 
have sinned,” he says. “There is none 
righteous, no, not one.” But the next 
thing he speaks of is a cross, where “Christ 
died for our sins.” Then he tells you 
that, because of the cross, you are invited 
to come unto him that you may be for- 
given. God requires an answer. What 
answer are you going to give to God? 


Expression Work 


From the above outline the teacher will 
quite easily be able to make a large “Let- 
ter”. to show the children. Address it, 
“To A SinNER.” Then show the children 
some of the answers people give, e. g., “I 
would rather not come’; “I will -come 
when I am older”; and so on. Lastly, 
show the best answer, “I will gladly come.” 


York, Enc. 
ve 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 9 


1. The first part, verses 3-11, reveals the 
utter neglect of public worship, while the 
second part, verses 12-36, describes the com- 
plete restoration of the ordained order of 
public worship. 


2. They were already used in divine wor- 
ship (2 Chron. 29: 30). 


3. Anything that is allowed to usprp the 
Lord God’s rightful place in one’s thought, 
heart, time, or life in any way. 


4. They cast the strange altars into the 
brook Kidron (2 Chron. 30: 14). 


5. The answer is in the Golden Text: “God 
is gracious and merciful” (2 Chron. 30: 9). 


6. One reason may be that Hosea, king of 
Israel, was not as abandoned in his evil” as 
the former kings had been (2 Kings 17:1, 
2). Other reasons were doubtless a passive 
indifference and the concern with their own 
troubles. 


7. Hezekiah was king of a theocracy; that 
is, God was the real king, and the spiritual 
service was part of the constitution of the 
nation. In this rulers today are different; 
but they should be the same in the recogni- 
tion of God, in standing for righteousness, 
in honoring God’s Word, and in encouraging 
the professing Christians to call on God to 
bless the nation (Psa. 2: 10-12). 


8. No, but piety and true prosperity always 
go together. In the case of individuals, both 
in the Old and New Testaments, piety may 
mean suffering and persecution (note the roll 
in Hebrews 11). But for a nation, the rule 
is that God gives prosperity when they honor 
him, now as in those days (2 Chron. 26:5). 

9. Micah and Isaiah. 

10. Her name Abijah means, “Jehovah is 
Father.” She was the daughter of Zech- 


ariah, who quite possibly was the godly Zech- 
ariah of 2 Chronicles 26: 5 (2 Chron. 29: 1). 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Leaders for God 
11. Hezekiah leads his people back to God: 
(1) Through restoring the Temple, 
(2) Through restoring public worship, 
in the days of his youth. 











CTAIVE and twenty” when he began to 
reign —and “in the first year of his 
reign, in the first month” did good King 
Hezekiah open the doors of the house of 
the Lord and repair them (2 Chron. 29: 
1-3). Is not this our best approach to 
the story of this leader for God, for our 
young girls? For it is “now, in the days 
of youth, while life flows fresh and free,” 
that your girls can best fulfill their 
heavenly Father’s will for them and 
through them. 
Your girls will enjoy hearing the whole 
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Tellin g 


is not merely high scholastic 
attainments, but a definitely Christian 
background, as well. 


The result is an atmosphere of 
reverence upon the campus, the natural 
fruitage of which is cultured, aggressive 
Christian service. 


The Wheaton College Quintet 
shown above, is one of the concrete 
results of this atmosphere. . For the past 
five years the organization has witnessed 
far and wide to the transforming and 
motivating power of Jesus Christ as the 
only Saviour of men. Since the summer 
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of 1929 it has carried the Gospel mes- 
sage into thirty-five states and four 
provinces of Canada; and has reached 
churches of all denominations; Bible 
conferences; penitentiaries; camp meet- 
ings; Indian mission posts; also board- 
walk and radio audiences. It is but one 
of several such groups through whom 
Wheaton College has reached and per- 
manently helped thousands, 
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story of this young king’s whole-hearted 
devotion to God, as it is told, graphically, 
in Chapters 29 and 30 of 2 Chronicles. 
Indeed, your best beginning is found in 
the record of Hezekiah’s wicked father, 
Ahaz, in Chapter 27; for here is one young 
man who breaks the rule of “like father, 
like son,” as any young man or woman 
can do who will also do what Hezekiah 
did from the first — “that which was right 
in the sight of the Lord.” Have you not 
known young hearts already discouraged 
in the struggle against a bad heredity? 
Here is a fine lesson for them! For have 
they not a Father in Heaven infinitely 
stronger than any inheritance from an 
earthly parent, whose will they can do, if 
they will, in his strength? 

Evidently Hezekiah had a big job on 
his young hands, for it took two weeks 
to clean out that long-desecrated Temple, 
and even then the priests responded so 
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slowly to his call that they were not ready 
in sufficient numbers for the worship the 
king would restore. They, the very priests 
of God, were the last to respond in all 
the land, and not they, but the civil ruler 
had to lead the way back to God. 

Is our world waiting, today, for the 
leadership which does not appear in the 
appointed ministry, but could come from 
our Christian young people? Have your 
girls read of the tremendously successful 
leadership of the young people of La 
Grange, Ill., in keeping out Sunday movies? 
Maybe some of your girls were of that 
high-hearted group, unknown teacher; 
what a thrill for you! What could not 
the united Christian young people of Amer- 
ica do right now, with God-given courage, 
to call us all back to the genuine wor- 
ship of the Lord our God! There are not 
many things harder to control today than 
the movies, and young people have already 
won one great battle for righteousness 
against this Sabbath desecration! And it 
was a young girl who led this fight, and 
that against her own father, who had been 
employed, with the bait of a big bonus of 
$26,000 if he could open the town on Sun- 
days for the shows! When the final vote 
was counted the girl had won over the 
man, two to one! Now what can your 
girls do, to lead their own group back to 
sincere following of God? What can even 
one of your girls not do—with God on 
her side! 

Home Study 


Your girls will enjoy reading Hezekiah’s 
whole story, as told in 2 Chronicles, Chap- 
ters 29 through 32—especially this last 
chapter. God is on the side of the trust- 
ing and obedient! 


Decatur, Ga. 
ye 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “Prefer to stay drunk!” 


Discussion: Name some of the forms of 
idolatry which intrigue God’s people to- 
day. 


Objective: Break down false altars. 


AY, fellows, seeing how Ephraim, 

Manasseh, and Zebulun laughed to 
scorn and mocked King Hezekiah’s mes- 
sengers who called them to abandon their 
idolatries and return to the worship of 
the true God, I am reminded of a young 
friend of mine who went to the bad. He 
had a sweet little home, a loving wife, 
and two dear little children; he had a 
good job and held the confidence of his 
employers; he was considered the best 
traveling salesman for his line in three 
states) He was a member of the church, 
but his business had crowded God out. 
When a fellow lets the Devil get a hold 
on him like that, he does something even 
more foolish sooner or later. It came to 
him sooner. He began drinking liquor — 
“just in a small way,” you know; then in 
a large way. While he was at home on 
a brief holiday from his traveling, Sells 
Brothers circus came to town, and _ this 
splendid young fellow got very drunk. In 
that condition he left town with the circus. 
His home folks and his employers lost all 
trace of him for two months. Then one 
day they learned that he was still with the 
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circus and still drinking heavily. His em- 
ployers telegraphed him something like 
this: “Your family suffering and in great 
need. We want you back. Sober up and 
return, and we will reinstate you and raise 
your salary one thousand a year.” To that 
telegram they received this amazing reply: 
“Telegram received. Prefer to stay drunk.” 

One of the Devil’s sharpest hooks is in- 
toxicating drink. The Devil never says, 
“Get drunk and make a fool of yourself.” 
That would frighten his intended victim. 
Instead, he says (through the lips of some 
acquaintance), “Just take a little sip of 
this; it won’t do you a bit of harm; 
tastes mighty good, and makes you feel 
better; no harm in that.” 

The Devil has an assortment of hooks, 
and when he gets the barb “set,” then he 
plays his victim at will, and makes him 
commit folly that he would never have done 
before. He made Peter deny his Lord 
with cursing; that was the hook of pride 
and fear, He made David commit mur- 
der; that was the hook of lust. He made 
the Israelites, God’s chosen people, forget 
God and commit-all kinds of heathenish 
abominations; that was the hook of idol- 
atry. Anything is idolatry that you allow 
to come between you and God. 

But there’s more to the story of that 
traveling salesman, One night, away down 
South somewhere, he drifted into a re- 
vival meeting, and even though he was 
not sober, the Spirit of God carried the 
words of the evangelist to his heart, and 
he walked up and fell upon his knees at 
the altar, along with some other penitents. 
He went back to God, and that led him 
to go back to his family. The first thing 
he did back home was to set up the “family 
altar,” and his astonished and overjoyed 
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Lesson for. September 9 


wife and little children “heard Papa talk 
to. God”: for the first. time.. -He got - his 
old job back. The roses came -back into 
his wife’s cheeks and the .children could 
go to Sunday school again- because they 
had some new clothes. He is a church 
officer now and one of .the most devoted, 
dependable, happy servants -the Lord has 
in his church, 

Fellows, when a fellow has let things 
get into his life, his thinking, his time — 
even legitimate things. that take the place 
of God — shut God out. When he realizes 
that that has happened, and turns back to 
God; when he throws those things out and 
ealls upon the Lord to come back and 
eccupy the throne of his heart and life: 
then marvelous things come .to pass. It is 
a new life. It is joy come to take the 
place of misery. 


Break down every idol; 
Cast out every foe; 

Now wash me and I shall be 
Whiter than snow. 


GreEENSBORO, N. C. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 16. Basic Virtues: Courtesy. Luke 
7 2 44-46, 





Sunday, September 9 
Basic Virtues: Courage (Acts 20 : 23) 
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foolhardiness and imere daring. Foolhardi- 
ness . fails. to reckon. upon the cost. Dar- 
ing ignores the cost: Courage fully counts 
the cost and facing it moves on in spite 
of it. Foolhardiness and mere. daring: are 
self-centered. Courage finds its inspira- 
tion in something or some One outside of 
self. 
we 


Even so, love of the Lord Jesus Christ 
inspires Christian courage. Peter, who 
before the: resurrection could not bear the 
insinuation of the high priest’s servants 
that he was one of the twelve, a few 
weeks later stood before the whole San- 
hedrin, knowing that they had power to 
imprison him or to take-his life, and told 
them that they had crucified and set at 
nought their Messiah, in whom alone was 
salvation (Acts 4). 

Likewise, Stephen later stood before this 
same Sanhedrin, and accused them to their 
faces of being stiffnecked and uncircum- 
cised in heart, and of resisting the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 7). 

Paul, having met the Lord Jesus on 
the road to Damascus, dared to turn 
about face before all those who knew his 
zeal in persecuting the Christians, and 
boldly to declare his faith in and his love 
for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

His own record testifies, “Of the Jews 
five. times received I forty stripes save 
one. Thrice was I beaten with rods, once 
was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck” 
(2 Cor. 11: 24-27). 

Yet, when one of his friends sought to 
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Mon.—David’s courage (1 Sam. 17 : 32-37). 
Tues.—Stout-hearted Caleb (Num. 14 : 6-10). 
Wed.—Peter and John (Acts 4: 17-20). 
Thurs.—Defying the king (Dan. 3 : 13-18). 
Fri.—Courage divine (Eph. 6 : 10-18). 
Sat.—The source of courage (Phil. 4 : 13). 
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What difference is there between physical and 
moral courage? 


What is the difference between courage and 
foolhardiness ? 


Why do some people crack and give in? 


F ANY two of the basic virtues we are 

considering during these September Sun- 
day evenings may be said to go hand in 
hand, they are the one we thought of last 
week, — honesty, or truth, and the subject 
of our thought for this week, — courage. 
It was Walter Scott who said, “Without 
courage there cannot be truth, and with- 
out truth there can be no other virtue.” 

ge 

Its very name tells us that courage is 
not a matter of the head, but rather one 
of the heart. The word is a derivative 
of the Latin cor, or “heart.” One may 
have all the head knowledge or theory 
of courage, and yet be a coward, for cour- 
age is prompted by love. 

4 

The timid woman, who shrinks at the 
sight of a gun, or who trembles before 
a wild beast, fearlessly defies these ter- 
rors when the child she loves is endan- 
gered. The young man whose heart throbs 
with fear dares a rain of shot and shell, 
or a cloud of poison gas, for love of his 
country. We brave the dangers of a 
swirling current or an onrushing locomo- 
tive, to snatch to safety one we love. 

It is herein that courage differs from 
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dissuade him from going into certain dan- 
ger and in jeopardy of his life, Paul re- 
plied in the words which follow our lesson 
verse, “None of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself” 
(Acts 20: 24). 

And, just as love for Christ transcends 
all other human love, even so the cour- 
age inspired by that love excels all other 
courage. The courage a mother shows 
in behalf of her child is a noble thing. 
So also is the courage shown by friend 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for friend. But the courage that endures 
ridicule and scoffing at home, and faces 
unafraid the loneliness, disease, ungrate- 
fulness, and often the opposition in a for- 
eign clime, for Christ’s sake, is the noblest 
human courage of all, because it springs 
from love for him and is born of the 
same motive that drove him to endure the 
cross and despise the shame for a sinful, 
alien, and ungrateful human race. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 3 to 9 
Mon.—2 Chronicles 29 : 1-11. 
Hezekiah’s Good Reign. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Three centuries 
after his death David was given by God 
a wonderful son in the person of good 
King Hezekiah. A millennium later his 
greatest son, and Lord, appeared. Heze- 
kiah’s reforms, banishing idolatry, cleans- 
ing the Temple, restoring the feasts and 
Temple service, and the making of a 
national covenant serve as a shadow of the 
cleansing work Christ will accomplish 
when he comes to reign in righteousness. 
If Christ reigns in us we certainly shall 
reign with him. The earth one day will 
be swept clean of filth. Blessed day! Pray 
for the Association of Baptists for the 
Evangelization of the Orient, 44 Chestnut 
Street, East Orange, N. J. 


Tues.—2 Chronicles 30 : 1-9. 
Hezekiah Leads His People Back to God. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Hezekiah by ex- 
ample, decree, and proclamation brought 
his people back to God. Right with God, 
he was used to set the nation right. A 
great work of God always commences with 
one consecrated man. Will you be the 
one in your family, church, and commu- 
nity? Pray for Captain Ellis Skolfield of 
“The Gospel Ship,” evangelizing in Philip- 
pine Island ports. 
Wed.—2 Chronicles 30 : 13-27. 
Hezekiah Keeps the Feast. 
PrayEeR Suucestions: This feast was 
the greatest since the days of King Solo- 
mon. Seven days were insufficient. Other 
seven days were kept with gladness. Heze- 
kiah won by “speaking comfortably.” The 
world will never be won or melted by 
sledge hammers. The people were wooed 
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(Lesson for Sept. 9) Aug. 25, 1934 


to the feasts. Let us learn likewise to win 
souls to the Gospel feast. Pray for the 
rapidly increasing number of Jews who 
are showing tolerance toward Christian 
workers. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 31 : 1-4, 
Hezekiah Overthrows Idolatry. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Spiritual feasting 
ended in overthrowing idolatry: “All Israel 
that were present went out to the cities 
of Judah, and brake the images in pieces, 
and cut down the groves, and threw down 
the high places and the altars out of all 
Judah ... Benjamin ... Ephraim... 
and Manasseh, until they had utterly de- 
stroyed them all” (v. 1). God’s revivals 
always take the path of holiness. Pray 
for poor Russia, which is holding inno- 
cent members of a family equally punish- 
able by exile with men guilty as “traitors.” 


Fri.—2 Chronicles 34: 1-7. Josiah’s Good Reign. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Wicked Manasseh 
was succeeded by good king Josiah. The 
boy king sought God’s law and ways. 
Predicted three centuries before his birth 
(1 Kings 13:1-3), he turned the nation 
to repentance, and celebrated the greatest 
Passover since Samuel, attended by 376,- 
000 persons. The revival under this king 
played a great part in the life of Jere- 
miah and Daniel. It preceded the first cap- 
tivity by fourteen years. May God revive 
us before the Lord returns! Pray for 
revival. 
Sat.—Nehemiah & : 1-8. 

Ezra Instructs the People. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Bible reading and 
exposition by good men are always a means 
of blessing. Public reading of the Scrip- 
tures is unhappily falling into disuse. The 
fountain head of revival is the Word of 
God applied by the Holy Spirit. It is the 
truth through us rather than from us that 
is fruitful. Pray to be kept from noisy 
controversy, and ever to feel the force, 
reality, and comfort of the Scriptures. 


Sun.—Psalm 72:1-6. Looking to the Messiah. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The Biblical Mes- 
siah is not expected nor wanted by the 
Jews. He is not coming again because he 
is expected or wanted. He is coming be- 
cause it is righteously determined by God 
that he shall come. They said, “We will 
not have him,” but God says, “He shall 
reign.” Join with the Spirit in this Psalm 
and say: “Give the king thy judgments, 
O God.” Pray that God’s highest glory 
shall be your highest end. 





With the New Books 








Facts Concerning Salvation. By H. H. 
Savage, D.D. (Fundamental Truth Store, 
Hoytville, Ohio, 25 cents.) Through his 
radio preaching Dr. Savage has had to 
answer the questions of many inquirers. 
These questions largely concentrate on 
certain fundamental facts. In this smali 
book he deals with them under the fol- 
lowing titles: Rebellion, Revelation, ~ Re- 
deemer, and Reconciliation. Each topic 
is a clear interpretation and should prove 
interesting and informing to the inquiring 
mind. It would make a useful book for 
distribution by Christian workers among 
those who are seeking light on their soul’s 
salvation. 
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